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3. ^ The drawings filed on 09 April 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper NoVMail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 



1. 



Claim 1 is allowed. 



Reasons for Allowance 



2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art fails to teach an improved memory utilization sequence for a set-top box for 
processing audio/video signals of the type having a DTV board subject to reset and out-of-reset 
commands and having a non-volatile memory associated therewith for storing values including a 
power-state variable having at least an ON state and an OFF state and having a microprocessor 
controlled by an operating sequence, and at least one other board having a register for storing 
user inputted commands including a 'power-up 1 command and devices thereon for placing the 
DTV board into reset and for taking the DTV board out of reset, characterized by the steps of: 
taking the DTV board out of reset upon application of power to the set-top box; starting 
execution of a boot-up sequence including the querying the power-state variable in the non- 
volatile memory associated with the DTV board; and if the power-state variable is ON, 
continuing execution of the boot-up sequence including setting of the power-state variable to 
ON, or if the power-state variable is OFF, querying the register for a 'power-up 1 value; and if the 
power-up value is present, continuing execution of the boot-up sequence including setting of the 
power-state variable to ON; or if the power-up value is not present, commanding the DTV board 
to its reset state until a power-on command is detected upon which the DTV is taken out of its 
reset state as cited in claim 1. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Drews (US Patent 6,463,535 bl) and O'Donnell et al. (US Patent 6,587,947 Bl) disclose set top 
boxes related to boot up sequences with different approaches. 

4. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

&£ru/-<M/^r«/ report MJ6<- SrmyA/ to ^ytfa/gPStA Jif. 2/2 7 ' ^ytfa/. &*bng&m. <^9^, 0i&AM^K (@&c#ti#nw). 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Krista Kieu-Oanh Bui whose telephone number is (703) 305-0095. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM to 6:30 PM, with alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant, can be reached on (703) 305-4755. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2611 



